
 

 

Taking advantage of renewed interest in the thought of C.B. Macpherson (1911-1987), The Political 

Thought of C.B. Macpherson explains the unique views of this influential political-economic theorist 

including on possessive-individualist culture and on the marriage of liberal democracy and socialism, and 

it applies his views to a selection of 21st Century challenges. It is available in paper back and electronically. 

 

Part One: Macpherson’s Project 

 

1. Overview of Works 

     Appendix: Possessive Individualism’s Critics 

2. Macpherson and Liberal Democracy 

3. Macpherson’s Socialism 

     Appendix: Macpherson & Marxism 

 

Part Two: Questions of Theory 

 

4. Political Theory & and Political Philosophy 

5. Some Core Themes 

 

Part Three: Macpherson’s Theories and Contemporary Challenges 

 

 6. Neoliberalism 

 7. Global Problems (Globalization & Environmental Threats) 

 8. Intellectual Property 

 9. Racism & Sexism 

10. Urban Challenges 

 

        From the back cover 

 

“Frank Cunningham shows with utter clarity how the perspective of this penetrating thinker     

illuminates the present crisis of financialized capitalism.” – Nancy Fraser 

 

“Cunningham’s masterful account of Macpherson’s work is clear and accessible. It suggests new 

ways to understand our present political reality.” – Carol Gould 

 

“Frank Cunningham’s book performs the invaluable service of introducing C.B. Macpherson’s 

seminal political thought to a new generation.” – Charles Mills 

 

“Frank Cunningham has put us in his debt in this penetrating study of Macpherson’s critique of the 

picture of human nature underlying the currently hegemonic neoliberalism.” – Charles Taylor 

 

The book can be purchased at either:   

 

https://www.amazon.com/Political-Thought-C-B-Macpherson-Contemporary/dp/3319949195 

 

or:  https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783319949192 

https://www.amazon.com/Political-Thought-C-B-Macpherson-Contemporary/dp/3319949195
https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783319949192

